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General Manager: Ed Jones 


WMUC, the student radio station for 
the College Park (main) campus of the 
University of Maryland began very 
humbly 28 years ago in an old shower 
stall of a men’s dormitory. Since then, 
the station has emerged as 3 24 hour a 
day, seven day s week operation involving 
nearly 100 students. By means of eleven 
carrier-current transmitters WMUC broad- 
casts music, news, sports, and plain old 
fun to the 11,000 campus residents 
throughout the school year 

WMUC boasts studio facilities to 
match and even exceed many of the 
commercial stations in the Washington, 
D.C. radio market. 

An automation system interconnected 
with two cart machines (that play LD.'s 
and announcements) keep WMUC on the 
air between 3 and 6 am. while staff 
members go home to sleep. 

This automation system, designed by 
chief engineer Russ Brown, plays a 
‘campus activity announcement each time 
the Seeburg changes albums and a legal 
LD. on the hour and half-hour. A timing 
device cues the LD. cart machine to 
stand-by for the end of the next album 
cut. Then the unit shuts off automatically 
while the LD. plays, which then cues the 
unit to start again. The most logical 


explanation for all this is “magic” but it 
works very well 

WMUC's main air studio is equipped 
with a Gates Dualux board, three 
Tapecaster cart machines, two turntables, 
a tape recorder, s 350-AG, and an 
Electrovoice 666 microphone. 


The production studio uses an RCA 
board and two Tapecasters (one of which 
records and also delays programming for 
telephone talk shows), and two recorders. 

The news production room has three 
tape decks for Metromedia news feeds, 
local actualities, and documentary pro- 
duction. Two Tapecasters record taped 
material for the newscasts which run 
hourly. 

‘The news air studio is equipped with 
three Tapecasters (700-P), an Electro- 
woice 635-A microphone and = transis- 
torized homebrew board. 

All of the studios and the automation 
system can be put on the sir without a 
patch panel, thus ¢ mechanical failure in 
one studio can be bypassed in a matter of 
seconds with the push of a button. 

WMUC's programming schedule seeks 
to meet “the individual preferences of a 
large campus audience.” Music varies 
from Top 40 to Progressive, with an 


Above: General Menager Ed Jones keeps tation operation smooth and in progress, also assisting in 
technical engineering 


Opposite page: News Director Jerry Cestk attends operation of equipment in the newsroom in 


preparing "voicers” for the hourly news broadcast. 
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job. 
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Pete Ferrars, program director of WMUC, operates Gates Dualux console inthe main eir mudio, 


emphasis on heavier music during the 
night. 

New staff members are usually 
assigned to the news department to gain 
experience, which can be invaluable to 
them. News director Jerry Cesak works 
with each newscaster, showing them the 
basics of news gathering, writing, and 
broadcasting. Other senior staff members 
lend a hand to make the process a smooth 
one. 


The news department at WMUC is 
important because it provides a thorough 
coverage of campus news and activities. 


WMUC has cleven permanent remote 
telephone lines located at strategic points 
‘on the 1300-acre campus. These remote 
lines afford instant live broadcast facili- 
ties while the news is being made. 


Being 4 carrier-current station in the 
midst. of nearly 40 other stations in and 
around Washington, D.C. has its pro- 
blems. On-the-air personnel are 
encouraged to maintain “a professional 
sound with a collegiate flavor.” A time 
slot between 7:30 and 11:00 weeknights 
is marked as “the personality slot,” t 
allow. the most seasoned air personalities 
a free hand to do what they do best. The 
shows range from a two-man music/ 
humor confection (“The Cesak and Bayer 
Affnie”) to a soft music/live poetry 
session. 


WMUC depends greatly on its promo- 
tion department. In addition to several 
gimmicks like WMUC posters for give- 
aways, record albums and gifts from 
sponsors are distributed through various 
contests, Remote record hops which are 
simultaneously broadcast can be set up at 
any of the eleven remote terminals on 
campus on short notice. Several Shure 
mixers, plus microphones, cart machines, 
turntables and headphones, are always 
available for such broadcasts. 


WMUC's sports department recently 
initiated tive broadcasts of freshman 
basketball games, both home and away. 
‘The varsity games ate carried by a 
commercial station. Because of the 
superior talent on the freshman team, 
‘Maryland's Cole Field House (which seats 
14,000) is often sold out. Sports Director 
Darryl Nixon and sportsman Craig Allen 
do the play-by-play. 


General staff personnel are not paid 
for their services. Executives and depart- 
ment heads are paid a lump sum 
honoraria which figures out to about Se 
an hour on an hourly basis. Nevertheless, 
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WMUC operates on a budget of 
$23,000.00, most of which comes from 
the Student Government Association, and 
the rest from advertising income. 
National accounts are secured through 
Campus Media 


‘The University of Maryland's recent 
expansion of telephone facilities proved 
to be a windfall to WMUC. The news 
department can now contact any college 
oot university (or any other news source) 
in 2 2state area toll-free. Previous 
facilities limited toll-free calls to Mary- 
and alone. 


Since WMUC was on the air broad- 
casting to a collegeage audience long 
before most Washington area stations 
switched to contemporary music, the 
record library is the most extensive 
collection of rock and progressive music 
in the area. A tight security system is 
maintained to make sure it remains the 
mast extensive collection 


Public service is a big part of WMUC's 
programming policy. PSA's from campus 
Boups are encouraged and solicited by 
the continuity department. As a special 
project last Christmas, the station col- 


lected several thousind dollars for the 
Children’s Hospital of the District of 
Columbia, a facility that never turns away 
@ ‘sick child when his parents cannot 
afford the hospital bil. 


‘As an entertainment medium for the 
listeners and an educational medium for 
the staff, WMUC has fostered many 
Washington radio personalities, several of 
whom are currently employed as part- 
timers at area stations while attending 
school full-time. 


Way back in 1963 the Intercollegiate 
Broadcasting System awarded WMUC its 
“All American College Radio Station” 
award for stations with a listenership of 
‘more than $,000 people. 


WMUC iis even more proud of that- 
recognition today because we've come so 
far in thowe eleven years. 


Please drop in for 2 visit if you're ever 
in College Park 


Copy by Ted Mintzer, Photos by Ed 
Small. 


A fully equipped newsroom is mupported by three TEAC A-7030's, which handles Metro-Media 


radio out of Washington, D. 


along with locel news and sports from news personnel. 


Rick Hickmon, festures director, operates production studio board used for preparation of special 
news, sports, nd features presented regularly on WMUC 


Shelley Caro, news staff member, prepares a campus event headline for brosdcast 


WMUC brosdaasts 21 hours of the day tive and automated. The remaining three hours by the 
Seeburg "Music Machine, 
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Cartridges 


Tie at 7 ine 
see 3) 
see G5) 
100 See. fos 
MO tec (88) 
34 mim (2) 
5 min 20) 
16te im fe} 
via. (0007 
‘omety ca 
amin (1389) 
‘Also: DL cartridges (lor Spotmaster 
olay machines), Bulk tape, tape tags 
and other accessories 
ANY ASSORTMENT-—NO MINIMUM ORDER, 


BROADCAST ELECTRONICS, INC. 
A Pamentrs coment 
BerOBrookvtieRa, iver pring Ma PORTO 


me Shelton 
Towers 


NEW YORK CITY 
Ideal heodquarters close to all 


attractions, shopping, tightvee- 
19, fine dining and entertoin- 


YEAR ‘ROUND SWIMMING POOL 
In hotel, free to guests. Rates, 
including TV ond ir-condition- 
ing from only: 


Singles from $14 * Doubles from $18 
TEL: (212) PL 5:4000 « or your travel agent 


Shelton 
Towers 
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